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About Europatat

Europatat represents traders in seed and 
consumption potatoes.

Our membership includes a wide range of business: 
breeders, distributors, storers, packers, importers
and exporters.

Our members deliver seed potatoes to farmers, 
consumption potatoes to the food industry, and 
packed potatoes to the retailers and service sector.



67 members
in + 20 countries

Representing potato traders 
since 1952
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Understanding the Problem

In 2022, Europatat launched call for data to 
assess the extent of the issue.

Members were asked to share the extend of 
the damage, solutions and actions at the 
national level.

Many countries reported significant damage. 

Financial loses are estimated in millions of 
Euros.
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Understanding the Problem

Findings:

In some countries it is not an issue

Potato damage vary from 0%-2,7%

Some countries do not perform any 

damage measurements
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Understanding the Problem

Findings:

Growing issue and it is monitored by many 

countries

Potato damage vary from 0 to 10%

The weather plays an important role

In 2023, BE and NL did not have any 

significant issues; But in other years it is an 

important problem

Some data is available from certain 

regions in FR

Many countries do not have any statistics 

on wireworm damage



UK

-5%

Understanding the Problem

Findings:

Important issue!

Some farmers estimate 70 % of their crop 

is damaged by wireworms

Growers do not harvest potatoes if the 

damage is too significant

Wireworms are the reason for many 

growers to switch to other crops
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-5%Other findings:

• It became an issue within the last 10 years.

• It is harder to control wireworms since the withdrawal of

fipronil and ethoprophos.

• No reliable statistics on the extend of the issue.

• Several countries discussed the issues with their authorities

(NL, DE, FR, BE, IT, ES, …)

• Possible ways to control wireworms: crop rotation or

emergency authorisations.

Understanding the Problem

Next: Europatat agreed on the Action Plan



Possible solutions
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Virtual meeting dedicated to 

research on wireworms was held on 

23 May 2023.

Speakers from Austria, France and 

UK.

More work is needed to find 

solutions to control the spread of 

wireworms.



Possible solutions
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Request was sent to pesticide companies asking for information about 

potential solutions to control the spread of wireworms:



Communication: European Commission

UK

-5% Received response included:

“Wireworms are already widespread in the 

EU and actions to prevent their further 

spread under Regulation 2016/2031 are, 

therefore, not possible.”

There is an opportunity to submit a project 

proposal under Horizon Europe.

Ongoing activities/projects: SoildiverAgro; 

trials in AU (EIP-AGRI Operational Group), 

project INBIOSOIL on new technologies.



Communication: Press release
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Press release issued in Dec 2023

Positive reactions.

Importance to continue raising 

awareness and developing 

network of researchers/other 

professionals



UK

-5%
• 10 years ago, wireworm infestations were not a significant issue. We had plant 

protection products.

• We need further data to fully understand the extent of the wireworm problem.

• Further research is needed to understand the natural enemies of wireworms.

• Better understanding about the interaction between wireworms and different potato 

varieties / genetics is important. What attracts / repels wireworms.

• Better understanding of the wireworm development cycle and if crop rotation can be 

part of the solution. Guidance on how it should be done.

• Raising awareness of the wireworm problem among potato growers and other 

professionals is crucial.

• There is a strong willingness from the private sector to cooperate and progress fast on 

this. Europatat can act as a link between researchers and breeders, traders, industry 

professionals. Industry is ready to assist in raising funding for further research.

Final remarks
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Very final remarks

Created by AI

Thank You!



THANK YOU!

www.europatat.eu

romans.vorss@europatat.eu

http://www.europatat.eu/
mailto:romans.vorss@europatat.eu
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